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This Reply Brief is in response to the Examiner's Answer, Paper No. 20, dated April 2, 
2004 in the above-referenced matter. 
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REMARKS 

Appellants respectfully request consideration of the following remarks in view of the 
Examiner's Answer mailed on April 2, 2004. 

L Appeal Conference 

The Examiner's Answer listed as conferee Shahid Alam and Alford Kindred, both listed 
as Primary Examiners with Art Unit 2172. M.P.EP. 1208 states that one of the participants of an 
appeal conference should be a supervisory patent examiner (SPE). Appellants request that the 
Board confirm that one of the participants was an SPE to confirm that a proper appeal conference 
has been held. 

Ui Examiner^s Respopse to Appellants' Arenmenta 

In responding to Appellants' argument that the BeJsan reference fails to disclose a logical 
cylinder located entirely on a portion of a single recording medium, the Examiner stated that the 
Belsan reference discloses, "[fjurther, logical tracks are organized into logical cylinders, each of 
which is the collection of all logical tracks within a redundancy group that can be accessed at a 
common logical actuator position," This disclosure can be found in column 16, lines 8-12 of the 
Belsan reference* 

Appellants assert that the above cited disclosure contradicts rather than supports the 
Examiner's assertion that the logical cylinder disclosed in the Belsan reference is on a single 
recording medium. In particular, as set forth in more detail on pages 6 and 7 in Appellants' Brief on 
Appeal, the Belsan reference discloses that a redundancy group contains N+M disk drives (column 
16, line 3), Hius, because each of the logical cylinders disclosed in the Belsan reference "is the 
collection of all logical tr acks vyithin a redundancy eroup that can be accessed at a common 
logical actuator position/' each logical cylinder spans multiple disk drives rather than being on a 
single recording medium. 
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Additionally, the phrase "common logical actuator position" only has meaning in the 
context of multiple disk drives. As is well know in the art, a single disk drive has an actuator that 
moves multiple heads between multiple platters within the disk drive to read and write data. Thus, a 
"cpmmon logical actuator position" can only exist between multiple disk drives rather than on a 
single recording medium^ 

In contrast to the logical cylinders disclosed in the Belsan reference, independent claim 1 
recites that the logical cylinder is "located entirely on 9 Dortlon of the magnetic tape ," 
Independent claim 8 recites that the logical cylinder extends "along the longitudinal recording 
direction of the sjngie magnetic tape" and "located entirely on a portion of the single maytctic 
tagg." Independent claim 16 recites that the logical cylinder is "located entirely on a portion of the 
single storage medium." Independent claim 21 recites "a logical cylinder spanning a finite length 
on the recording medium, with all data for the entire file being stored in a single logical ring on a 
single recording medium, the logical cylinder being located entirely on a portion of the single 
recording medium/' Independent claim 26 recites, ''the logical cylinder being located entirely on a 
portion of the sinde recording medium ." 

Thus, Appellents respectfully request reversal of the rejection of the pending claims. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees under 37 C»RR. § 
1 .17 that may be required by this Reply Brief to the Examiner's Answer, or to credit any 
overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 03-1952 referencing attorney docket no. 249212Q1330Q . 

Dated: June 2, 2004 Respectfully submitted, 




Peter J. Yim (Reg. No. 44,417) 
MORRISON & FOERSTER LLP 
425 Market Street 
San Francisco, California 94105 
(415) 268-6373 
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